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Musings from Caleb 
The dog days of summer are here.  As we enter into the fall season (my favorite) we do so in 

a much more positive economic climate than a year ago. 

On page 5 youõll read about the New Blood in Valley County, a piece we authored last week 

that looks at a new report released from the Census Bureau.  The report shows that in    

Valley County the percentage of young people is growing as a total portion of the           

population.  If you include that data with the strong business growth, strong investment, 

strong wage growth, county/city valuation growth *and* decreases in property taxes.  Donõt 

believe us?  Read the good news for yourself here:  www.ordnebraska.com/new-blood-in-

valley-county/ 

This summer has also been full of activities for all walks of life also.  On July 17th, races from across Nebraska 

tested their mettle on the green prairie plains of the Loup Valley.  You can read race results on page 3. 

August is also a busy month at the Chamber as well.  We have upcoming open houses to welcome new young    

professionals to Ord.  Read up on page 6 & 7 for details. 

A legendary event  is making a comeback in the Loup Valley in August.  Comstock or Bust is bringing country music 

back to the area August 19th through the 22nd.  The line-up looks fantastic, and weõre hoping the local merchants 

see more customers coming through their doors August 19th.  You can read more on Comstock or Bust on page 7. 

Valley County Economic Development had the pleasure of hosting ten local businesses for a business succession 

planning workshop in July.  An attorney, an accountant and a financial planner helped business owners plant the 

seeds for both retirement and business transition planning.  Details can be found on page 8. 

Finally, a hearty congratulations to Julyõs photo contest winners.  We had another fantastic month of photo entries -  

I expect a great set for August as well.  Our marketing efforts couldnõt be as powerful without the participation of 

Loup Valley lovers.  Thank you!! 

Ord Learning Center News  

by Lu Lansman 

College Algebra Class (CCCõs MATH 1150) offered this Fall Semester at the 

Learning Center: 

Registration for Central Community Collegeõs 2010 Fall Semester is in full 

swing.  Stop in and sign up for an individualized class that you can complete 

at your own pace...without stepping foot on campus!  If you are interested in 

enrolling in CCC classes through the Extended Learning program, stop into 

the Learning Center to pick up a brochure on course offerings.   

In addition, the Ord Learning Center is offering a three credit hour CCC College Algebra class on Wednes-

day evenings from 6:00-9:00 pm.  Please talk to Lu Lansman for prerequisite information.  Sandy Bar-

tholomew, Ord High School math instructor, will teach this class on Wednesday evenings, 6:00-9:00 pm, 

beginning August 25, and ending December 15.  Anyone interested should call Lu Lansman @ 728-3299. 

Cost is $81 per credit hour or $243. 

http://www.ordnebraska.com/new-blood-in-valley-county/
http://www.ordnebraska.com/new-blood-in-valley-county/
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2010 No ORDinary Adventure Race Results 

Special Olympics Torch Run 

The Ord community welcomed United States law enforce-

ment officers and Special Olympics athletes representing 47 

of the 50 states Tuesday, July 13 as they traveled through 

town in support of Special Olympics and the National 

Games.  A ceremony was held at Aubleõs Pond in honor of 

the Torch Run participants and to support the visiting and 

local Special Olympics athletes.   

There were a number of individuals who made this event a 

success.  The Ord Chamber of Commerce would like to thank 

the Valley County Sheriffõs Department and the Ord Police 

Department for providing police escorts as participants ran 

through town, as well as Deputy Barrett Gibbons and Officer 

Alex Scheideler for running with the Torch Run participants.  

The Chamber would also like to thank Jerry Neeman for his trumpet performances during the ceremony, Mark 

Hagge for being emcee, as well as our local Special Olympics athletes and the community for attending this event.   

On Saturday, July 17, over 30 participants canoed, biked, trekked, and navigated throughout the Loup Valley during the 2010 

No ORDinary Adventure Race.  Racers battled their way through 90 degree temperatures as a part of the Angry Cow Adventure 

series.  The results of the race are listed below:   

Long Course Results - 3 Person:   Long Course Resultsñ2 Person:   Short Course Results:  

Bentventure Racing   Adventure Omaha   A Hen & Her Chics 

Proformance    Angry Cow Adventures   JBT 

Road Rash         Wolf Pack 

Wild Hares (DNF)        Team One Nut  

Just Shoot Me (DNF)        Blonde, Brunette, & Red Head 

The Ord Chamber would like to thank all of those who helped to make this yearõs Adventure Race a success.  Mike and Sue 

Blaha spent many hours designing and planning an amazing course.  Their dedication and hard work is greatly appreciated.  

Also, the race would not have been a success without the help of Angry Cow Adventures, Chamber member sponsors, all of the 

volunteers, and of course, the race participants.  

This was the final year for the No ORDinary Adventure Race.  Next year, Ord will be hosting a 50ð and 100-mile gravel road 

mountain bike race throughout the Loup Valley and surrounding areas.   

 

 

2010 No ORDinary Adventure Race                                                              

First Leg: Run from Calamus Reservoir to the Calamus River  

2010 No ORDinary Adventure Race                                                              

The Canoe Trek   



Ord Area Chamber               

2010 Board of Directors  

Pres.: Megan Cargill - Cheveux Salon 

V Pres.: 

Sec.: Ashley Woodward - Valley County 

Health System 

Treasurer: Dorothy Boilesen - French Insur-

ance Agency 

Past President: Denise Wray  

Ann Clausen - Stitches, Etc. 

Andy Bowin  ð McMeen Physical Therapy 

Mark Hagge  ð Ord High School 

Kiley White  ð Grocery Kart 

Reid Hagstrom  - Green Plains Renewable 

Energy 

Erin Philbrick  - American Family Insurance  

Kurt Petska  - Seed Solutions LLC 

Amy Sillivan  - H&R Block 

 

Valley County                       

Economic Development                     

09 -10 Board of Directors  

City of Ord: 

Larry Schultz , President 

Jade Stunkel 

Valley County: 

Helen Cullers  

Pat Waldman  

Ord Area Chamber: 

Jane Maschka, Secretary 

Catina Psota  

Greater Loup Valley Activities: 

Russ Blaha, Treasurer 

Bob Stowell, Vice President 

Staff  

Caleb Pollard, Executive Director 

Janie Zadina, Program Coordinator 

Lu Lansman , Business Development &    

Education Coordinator 

Ord City Sales Tax Receipts  

1 percent for Economic Development  

1/2 Percent for      

Downtown Renovation  

Of the annual receipts for the 1% sales tax, only 4/10 of 1% of the 

Cityõs annual valuation can be used for economic development     

purposes, according to NE  Statute.  Any excess funds above the 

amount at the end of the 09-10 fiscal year will be transferred to the 

general fund of the City for expenditure on infrastructure, parks, 

community promotion and public safety purposes.   

Visit us on the web: 

www.ordnebraska.com   www.VisitValleyCounty.com  

www.VisitLoupValley.com  
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Quote of the Month  

ñDevote yourself to your community around you 

and devote yourself to creating something that 

gives you purpose and meaning.ò   

~ Morrie Schwartz  

 

Month  

1% 

08-09 FY 

1% 

09-10 FY 

0.5% 

08-09 FY 

0.5% 

09-10 FY 

August  $30,484.54  $32,565.54  $15,242.27  $16,282.67  

September  $27,415.12  $31,335.01  $13,707.56  $15,667.51  

October  $30,754.85  $32,309.36  $15,377.43  $16,154.68  

November  $29,092.79  $29,094.98  $14,546.40  $14,547.49  

December  $37,285.62  $37,156.34  $18,642.31  $18,578.17  

January  $21,696.81  $27,678.59  $10,848.41  $13,839.29  

February  $24,592.93  $24,575.67  $12,296.47  $12,287.84  

March  $32,819.99  $34,854.22  $16,409.99  $17,427.11  

April  $39,798.80  $32,673.02  $19,899.40  $16,336.51  

May  $27,926.01  $36,127.88  $13,963.01  $18,063.94  

June $31,683.88   $15,841.94   

July $33,591.20   $16,795.60   

TOTALS $367,142.54  $318,370.61  $183,570.79   $159,095.21  

http://www.ordnebraska.com/
http://www.VisitValleyCounty.com
http://www.visitloupvalley.com
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For decades many rural communities have fought the challenges that brain drain and population loss 

have created.  New hope has begun for Ord and Valley County, however.  From 2000-2009, the number 

of young people in Valley County has grown as a total percentage of the population.  This trend puts Valley 

County in a unique category among rural counties both in Nebraska and nationwide. 

Valley County is one of a few rural Nebraska counties that 

saw the proportion of young people in the county grow ð 

without an influx of immigrants or a presence of a four year 

college or university.  Those young people are working in or 

around Ord, raising families, owning businesses and making 

a positive future possible for the community. 

A large part of this resurgence has much to do with the     

systematic investment that has been made in Ord over the 

past ten years.  Community development has produced a 

new hospital, a high school renovation and building project, a 

new fire hall, housing improvement programs, a new      

downtown improvement project, a new walking trail and an expanded          

community college presence.  A new housing development is set to begin     

construction this fall. 

Most importantly, however, is that the new improvements are built on the  

backbone of strong business development.  As reported in the past, Ord and 

Valley County have seen 36 local businesses tap $1.6 million in sales tax loan 

funds, over 100 new businesses open, strong job growth, strong retail growth, strong wage growth and 

city and county tax valuation increases.  In just six years the total valuation of the City of Ord has in-

creased by nearly $30 million dollars.  In turn, these increases have lowered local property taxes. 

This would not be possible without partnerships that include the local business community, the Ord Area 

Chamber of Commerce, the City of Ord, Valley County, Greater Loup Valley Activities, Inc., Loup Valleys 

Rural Public Power, Central Community College, our county and regional communities that shop locally, 

and most importantly, the local leaders and volunteers that have been at the forefront of planning and 

executing these accomplishments. 

Principled investment into the future of Ord and Valley County has created a new reality for its             

communities and residents.  The positive population trends also point to a new opportunity for rural   

communities to capitalize on stable local economies, safe neighborhoods, low costs of living and low 

commute times.  Check the facts out online at www.ordnebraska.com and see how Valley County has 

grown. 

To see more, visit the links below: 

Visit The Daily Yonder here: http://www.dailyyonder.com/age-test/2010/07/20/2849 . 

KHAS-TV: http://www.khastv.com/news/local/Ord-99515119.html  

New Blood in Valley County 

http://www.dailyyonder.com/age-test/2010/07/20/2849
http://www.ordnebraska.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Median-Household-Incomes-and-Projections.pdf
http://www.ordnebraska.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Ord-Property-Tax-Valuations-and-Tax-DECREASES.pdf
http://www.ordnebraska.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Ord-Property-Tax-Valuations-and-Tax-DECREASES.pdf
http://www.ordnebraska.com/
http://www.dailyyonder.com/age-test/2010/07/20/2849
http://www.khastv.com/news/local/Ord-99515119.html
http://www.ordnebraska.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/growth2.jpg
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 Chamber Business News 

Welcome New Businesses 

Loup Valley Jaycees, Viaero Wireless, and ExtraORDinary Nails 

To welcome Dr. Kelcey Berg and dental hygienist Suzie Melia, as well as to express their appreciation for 

their patients, Family 1st Dental of Ord will be hosting an open house and barbecue on Tuesday, August 

10 from 5:00-8:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend the barbeque which will take place in the alley be-

hind the office.  We hope to see you there!  

Family 1st Dental  - Open House and Barbecue  

Ord City Wide Garage Sales 

Ord Sidewalk Sales will be held Saturday, August 21 in conjunction with 

City Wide Garage Sales, the Comstock or Bust festival, and the Loup   

Valley Livestock Challenge.  If your business is interested in participating 

the Sidewalk Sales, please contact the Ord Chamber office at (308) 728-

7875 by Wednesday, August 11.  

Ord Sidewalk Sales 

Registration forms for Ordõs 15th Annual City Wide Garage Sales, which will 

be held Saturday, August 21, are available at the Ord Chamber office, 1514 K 

Street.  There is no registration fee!  The registration deadline is Friday, Au-

gust 13 to ensure your garage sale is included on the flyers and in the Ord 

Quiz for the Wednesday, August 18, publication.  Registration forms can be 

turned in to the Chamber office and you will be issued a number at that time.  

ExtraORDinary Nails is open for business!  Denise Steele, salon manager of ExtraORDinary Nails, 

is now taking appointments for manicures and pedicures.  During the month of August, you can 

receive $5 off of your next pedicure.  ExtraORDinary Nailsõ 60 minute spa pedicure includes a 

foot soak, foot scrub, callus remover, mud mask, hot towel wrap, foot/calf massage, and nails 

filed, painted, and decorated as desired.   

ExtraORDinary Nails is located at 81217 W. Hwy 70 (in the former Howard Tire building).  Her 

hours of operation are Tuesday-Friday from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm and Saturday from 8:00 am to 

3:00 pm.  Contact Denise at (308) 214-1306 or email her at denise_steele@myway.com to make 

your appointment.   

New Chamber MemberñExtraORDinary Nails 



Comstock or Bust!  

Space is available if your business is interested in having a booth at the Valley County Fair.  There is a 

fee of $25 per day or $100 for all 5 days.  Booths can be set up, first come first serve, behind the 

bleachers in the arena or outside.  Contact Terry Christensen for more information at (308) 219-

0039. 

A barbecue contest will be held Saturday, August 7th and teams to compete in the contest are 

needed.  The meat (sirloin tips) and vegetables will be furnished so come and show off your           

barbecuing skills.  For more information contact: Harry Walahoski, Tad Melia, or Keith Shellhase.  

The Ord Sports Boosters will provide concessions every day during the fair.  You may also want to 

take note of the Loup Valley Livestock Auction Saturday and Sunday, August 21-22.   

For a complete schedule of events for the Valley County Fair, visit http://central4.unl.edu/c/

document_library/get_file?uuid=571301e6-d8d3-4353-80df-e353f050b975&groupId=134902. 
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 VCHS Welcomes Dr. Unterseher 

Valley County Health Systems will be hosting a reception and business after hours to 

welcome Dr. Chris Unterseher, M.D. on Wednesday, August 11 from 5:00-6:30 pm 

at the Ord Family Health Center.  Please join us in welcoming Dr. Unterseher to his 

new position and to our community.   

For more information, see page 11.  

 

Valley County Fair Updates 

Comstock is back!  The Comstock or Bust festival kicks off this summer on 

Thursday, August 19 with free admission.  From Friday, August 20 through 

Sunday, August 22 main stage acts include Bill Gentry, Emerson Drive,     

Rodney Atkins, Clay Walker, Neal McCoy, and more!   

If you are interested in volunteering at this yearõs festival, there will be a vol-

unteer meeting Sunday, August 8 at 5:00 pm at the Dempster House.   

For a compete schedule, ticket info, camping reservations, and more visit 

their website at http://comstockorbust.com/ .    

Follow us on: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ordsunshinepumpers/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Ord-NE/Ord-Nebraska/107595149264372
http://twitter.com/OrdNE
http://central4.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=571301e6-d8d3-4353-80df-e353f050b975&groupId=134902
http://central4.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=571301e6-d8d3-4353-80df-e353f050b975&groupId=134902
http://comstockorbust.com/
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Business Succession Planning Workshop Held 

Wind Energy Grants and Loans Available 

Wind energy is a big deal in Nebraska these days.  Recently, Governor Heineman         

outlined the importance of wind energy in a recent press release titled Update on Wind 

Development in Nebraska.  In his piece, he detailed several large scale wind                

developments in existence and also mentioned the importance the 10% wind energy  

production benchmark set by both the Omaha Public Power District and Nebraska Public 

Power District is to future wind development.  As the Governor said, òWind energy has a 

bright future in Nebraska.ó 

Local residents and landowners (farmers & ranchers) can access grants, low-interest 

loans and tax credits to build or install their own small scale wind turbines for their needs 

on the farm or ranch.  Below are several resources that can help locals access these  

resources for their own development of wind power generation. 

U.S. Department of Treasury ð Renewable Energy Grants:  Authorized by 1603 PROGRAM  ð  PAYMENTS FOR 

SPECIFIED ENERGY PROPERTY IN LIEU OF TAX CREDITS, this program allows òthe United States Department of the 

Treasury to make payments to eligible persons who place in service specified energy property and apply for such 

payments. The purpose of the payment is to reimburse eligible applicants for a portion of the expense of such  

property.ó  Talk with an accountant regarding this program, as it is more restrictive on uses than the other men-

tioned programs.  You can read the details of the entire program here.  Keep in mind the grants are eligible for   

developments in the 2009 and 2010 tax years.  VCED would also suggest looking at the òList of Awardsó for the 

project, located at the bottom of the webpage.  Grants have been given out for projects that cost as little as $9000 

to $3 million plus. 

Dollars and Energy Savings Loans ð Nebraska Energy Office:  The Nebraska Energy Office provides low interest 

loans for just about anyone located in the state.  Interest for loans range from 2.5% to 5% interest.  You can read 

the details here. 

Wind energy credit from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (from Nebraska Wind and Solar):  The bill 

improved upon the 2008 tax credit, by removing òcost caps.ó  This change allows consumers and small businesses 

to take a 30% tax credit off the installed cost of a wind turbine.  To a consumer or business purchasing a single 

2.4KW residential wind turbine, it will double their credit.   Additionally, consumers and businesses will also have 

the option of receiving their credit in the form of a cash grant.  This credit can be applied against taxes owed or, for 

at least 2009 and 2010, receive a grant for the same amount from the Government. 

Valley County Economic Development hosted a business    

succession planning seminar on Thursday, July 30th.  Ten local 

businesses attended the luncheon that featured an attorney 

(Randy Cullers), an accountant (Matt Eppenbach) and a       

financial planner (Matt Geiser). 

Attending businesses were introduced to the basics of       

business succession planning.  A business succession series is 

planned for the winter months with details coming in the fall. 

http://www.treas.gov/recovery/1603.shtml
http://www.neo.ne.gov/loan/
http://nebraskawindandsolar.com/default.aspx

