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Musings from Caleb 
You likely can tell from the thickness of the newsletter that we have a lot going on these 

days.  You would be right - economic indicators tell us weõre enjoying quite a positive run. 

Activity at the Ord Learning Center has picked up considerably with the beginning of the Fall 

Semester.  That includes our first live-taught, for-credit college course - College Algebra.  

Our thanks go out to CCC for believing in Ord and giving us an opportunity to build a true 

college environment right in the heart of the Loup Valley. 

Good news can be found in the economic development fund.  Weõre tracking both month-to-

month growth and year-end growth.  This is possible for a variety of reasons, but whatõs 

worth noting is that weõre tracking growth in the midst of a national recession.  Read up on the sales tax report on 

pages 4 & 5. 

The Ord Area Chamber is pleased to announced the Ord Option, our buy local campaign, designed to support our 

local merchants and educate local consumers about the importance of buying local.  Check out page 3 for details.   

Youõll find all kinds of Chamber News on pages 6 and 7 that include open houses, business afterhours, legislative 

news and our 2011 Tourism Campaign in partnership with Garfield and Howard Counties. 

Finally, congratulations to our August photo contest winners.  Weõve had nothing short of an amazing response this 

year.  Iõm often congratulated by my peers at statewide events for our amazing photos and credit goes to our local 

enthusiasts for a job well-done.  So on behalf of the Chamber, thank you all for making our 2010 campaign        

wildly successful.  Now get out there and give us a great September showing! 

Ord Learning Center News  

by Lu Lansman 

The Ord Learning Center will host a Reading Strategies workshop, facilitated by 

Patrice Feller, School Psychologist for Educational Service Unit 10, on Wednesday, 

September 8, 2010.  Area teachers will be participating and enjoying the            

opportunity for professional growth closer to home. 

Karin Rieger, Associate Dean for Extended Learning Services, indicates that the 

Ord Learning Center will soon be equipped with COMPASS test software to test  

incoming CCC students.  The COMPASS test is a placement test required of        

prospective CCC degree-seeking students.  Currently, prospective students must 

travel either to our campus in Columbus or to the Grand Island or Hastings campuses to take this assessment.  

òWe hope we can help prospective students from this area avoid having to travel to Columbus, Grand Island, or 

Hastings to take the COMPASS test.ó 

Local high school math teacher, Sandy Bartholomew is teaching MATH 1150/College Algebra Wednesday          

evenings, from 6 -9 pm at the Ord Learning Center.  Ten students are utilizing the Learning Centerõs facilities and 

technology in fulfilling this standard college math requirement.  Mrs. Bartholomew  also teaches dual credit       

Analytic Geometry and Calculus I for Central Community College and Ord High School.  The fall semester began  

August 21 and ends December 15. 

Fall enrollment at the Ord Learning Center currently includes 22 students enrolled in 30 courses for 86 hours of 

credit.  These courses include the onsite weekly MATH 1150 class, online classes, and independently completed 

extended learning classes.   
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Buy Local:  The Ord Option 

Congressman Smith pays a visit to Valley County 

During the month of August, the Ord Area Chamber of Commerce          

announced the new buy local campaign: The Ord Option.             

The purpose of the campaign is to promote the importance of    

buying locally to benefit consumers and businesses.  

Research has shown that buying locally strengthens the economic 

base of a community in a variety of ways, some of which include: 

¶ encouraging local prosperity 

¶ creating more jobs 

¶ reducing environmental impact 

¶ putting taxes to good use 

¶ investing in community 

¶ getting better service 

¶ supporting community groups and organizations 

¶ keeping our community unique  

As a part of this campaign, we will be using these points and more to educate the public on the benefits 

of buying locally.  

FREE Ord Option reusable shopping bags and cards are available at the Ord Chamber office, 1514 K 

Street. By making a single purchase of $5.00 or more at a participating business, one box on an Ord    

Option card will be      initialed. By using or presenting the Ord Option shopping bag, an additional box can 

be initialed. Completely filled cards can be returned to the Ord Chamber office to enter a drawing for part 

of $1,500 in Ord Chamber Bucks! You can access specific guidelines and prize information for the Ord 

Option here: http://www.ordnebraska.com/live/buy-local-the-ord-option/.  

As a local business, even if you have chosen not to participate in the Ord Option, we strongly encourage 

you to take the Ord Option survey if you have not yet done so. The survey only needs to be taken once per 

business. You can access the survey here: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/W75JF8F. With the results 

of this survey, we hope to educate local consumers on how much our local businesses give back to our 

community. 

A meet and greet was held on Tuesday, August 3 at the Ord Learning Center with  

Congressman Adrian Smith and a few of his office staffers. He traveled to Ord to visit 

with several local leaders to discuss the current political climate in Washington D.C. 

and its impact on rural issues.  

Local attendees were able to ask Congressman Smith about a variety of issues,      

including ethanol fuel standards, healthcare reform, cap and trade, rural                  

depopulation and congressional redistricting. 

http://www.ordnebraska.com/live/buy-local-the-ord-option/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/W75JF8F.


Ord Area Chamber               

2010 Board of Directors  

Pres.: Megan Cargill - Cheveux Salon 

V Pres.: Andy Bowin  ð McMeen Physical 

Therapy 

Sec.: Ashley Woodward - Valley County 

Health System 

Treasurer: Dorothy Boilesen - French 

Insurance Agency 

Past President: Denise Wray  

Ann Clausen - Stitches, Etc. 

Mark Hagge  ð Ord High School 

Kiley White  ð Grocery Kart 

Reid Hagstrom  - Green Plains Renewable 

Energy 

Erin Philbrick  - American Family Insurance  

Kurt Petska  - Seed Solutions LLC 

Amy Sillivan  - H&R Block 

 

Valley County                       

Economic Development                     

09 -10 Board of Directors  

City of Ord: 

Larry Schultz , President 

Jade Stunkel 

Valley County: 

Helen Cullers  

Pat Waldman  

Ord Area Chamber: 

Jane Maschka, Secretary 

Catina Psota  

Greater Loup Valley Activities: 

Russ Blaha, Treasurer 

Bob Stowell, Vice President 

Staff  

Caleb Pollard, Executive Director 

Janie Zadina, Program Coordinator 

Lu Lansman , Business Development &    

Education Coordinator 

Ord City Sales Tax Receipts  

1 percent for Economic Development  

1/2 Percent for      

Downtown Renovation  

Of the annual receipts for the 1% sales tax, only 4/10 of 1% of the 

Cityõs annual valuation can be used for economic development     

purposes, according to NE  Statute.  Any excess funds above the 

amount at the end of the 09-10 fiscal year will be transferred to the 

general fund of the City for expenditure on infrastructure, parks, 

community promotion and public safety purposes.   

Visit us on the web: 

www.ordnebraska.com   www.VisitValleyCounty.com  

www.VisitLoupValley.com  
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Quote of the Month  

ñDo not follow where the path may lead. Go in-

stead where there is no path and make a trail.ò  

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson  

 

Month  

1% 

08-09 FY 

1% 

09-10 FY 

0.5% 

08-09 FY 

0.5% 

09-10 FY 

August  $30,484.54  $32,565.54  $15,242.27  $16,282.67  

September  $27,415.12  $31,335.01  $13,707.56  $15,667.51  

October  $30,754.85  $32,309.36  $15,377.43  $16,154.68  

November  $29,092.79  $29,094.98  $14,546.40  $14,547.49  

December  $37,285.62  $37,156.34  $18,642.31  $18,578.17  

January  $21,696.81  $27,678.59  $10,848.41  $13,839.29  

February  $24,592.93  $24,575.67  $12,296.47  $12,287.84  

March  $32,819.99  $34,854.22  $16,409.99  $17,427.11  

April  $39,798.80  $32,673.02  $19,899.40  $16,336.51  

May  $27,926.01  $36,127.88  $13,963.01  $18,063.94  

June $31,683.88  $34,997.56  $15,841.94  $17,498.78  

July $33,591.20   $16,795.60   

TOTALS $367,142.54  $353,368.17  $183,570.79  $176,593.99  

http://www.ordnebraska.com/
http://www.VisitValleyCounty.com
http://www.visitloupvalley.com
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In the past year, our community has witnessed a fortunate      
occurrence:  sales tax growth during a time of national           
ǎǘŀƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǊ нллф-2010 allowable sales tax 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ όΦп ƻŦ м҈ ƻŦ ǘƻǘŀƭ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴύ ŦƻǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ       
development with two months of collections remaining in the 
fiscal year.  Over the past year, VCED expects strong year-end 
growth from 2009.  That means  more dollars are being spent in town at Ord merchants.  A healthy part of 
our rural revitalization correlates strongly with the retail growth over the past ten years.  Our local retailers 
bring shoppers from over 100 miles away, and those dollars in turn create jobs and investment. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘŜƴ 
years: first with the ethanol plant, then the truck plaza, the downtown improvement project, and then on to 
the new hospital, school building project and the new fire hall.  These building projects have been a great  
injection into the local retail community, and I believe it has created a stronger environment for local         
retailers not just to survive, but thrive.  Many are doing just that. 

The great hope is that these improvements create a sustainable and viable economic future for the residents 

of Valley County.  !ŦǘŜǊ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ  .Ŝƭƻǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ŦǳƴŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мΣ нлмлΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллмΣ ŀƴŘ 

funds are available for project development, low-interest business loans and more. 

 

Extended Sales Tax Report 

0% Funding Options for Local Businesses 

Low to no interest business and commercial property loan deadlines are coming up in October.  Make an 

improvement to your business with up to $10,000 @ 0% interest with the Valley County Business Corridor 

Improvement Program, or install a new façade for your downtown Ord business with the Revitalize Down-

town Ord Improvement Program with up to $5,000 @ 0%. 

If youõre interested about these programs, visit www.ordnebraska.com/work/business-incentives/ to 

download a loan application. 

If you have questions, contact VCED at (308) 728-7875. 

   

   

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE $1,147,882   

Funds Committed   Est. Due Date 

Sales Tax Reserve (in budget) $157,750 2010 

Loan 2009-04 $300,000 9/1/2010 

ESCAPE Publication Underwriting $10,000  

New Neighborhoods Infrastructure Fund $300,000  

   

TOTAL FUNDS COMMITTED $767,750  

   

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR USE $380,132  

http://www.ordnebraska.com/work/business-incentives/
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 Chamber Business News 

Welcome New Businesses 

Great Western Bank 

Please join us on Thursday, September 23 for Wray Insurance 

Agencyõs Open House and Barbecue! The Open House will be held at 

their office,  

1514 J Street from 5:00-7:00 p.m. Stop by to meet and talk with    

Denise Wray, Dorothy Boilesen, Emily Brown, and Melissa Wolf.     

Everyone is welcome to attend!  

Wray Insurance Agency - Open House and Barbecue 

VCHS Welcomes  Dr. Unterseher 

On Wednesday, August 11, Valley County 

Health Systems held a reception and business 

after hours to welcome Dr. Chris Unterseher, 

M.D.  

Dr. Unterseher joined VCHS on August 2. To 

make an appointment with him, contact the 

Ord Family Health Clinic at (308) 728-3606.  

On Tuesday, August 10, Family 1st Dental of Ord 

held an open house and barbecue. The celebra-

tion was to display their appreciations for their 

patients as well as to welcome Dr. Kelcey Berg 

and dental hygienist Suzie Melia to the practice.  

To make an appointment at Family 1st Dental, 

call (308) 728-3756.  

Family First Dental - Open House and Barbecue 
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ESCAPE to the Scenic Loup Valley Tourism Coalition 

2010 Chamber of Commerce Legislative Forum 

LINCOLN ς The Nebraska Chamber of Commerce & Industry, in cooperation with local chambers of           
commerce across the state, will present its annual legislative forums in the coming weeks. 

The forums are conducted by State Chamber staff and are held every autumn to gather input from the     
business community on issues of concern. Members of the State Chamber and local chambers of commerce, 
as well as members of the news media, are encouraged to attend. 

State senators and legislative candidates in each legislative district have been invited to the forums. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦƻǊǳƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ нлмл ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ς including 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘŀȄŜǎΣ ƭŀōƻǊ ƭŀǿΣ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ 
costs, and economic development programs. The forums will also look at 
how Nebraska fares in several economic competitiveness rankings. 

{ǘŀǘŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ .ŀǊǊȅ [Φ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ 
to be the most pressing issue facing lawmakers and employers. These     
forums provide a timely opportunity for business leaders and others in the 
community to learn about key concerns that will be addressed by state and 
ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪŜǊǎΦέ 

The Legislative Forum will be held in Ord on Tuesday, October 5th at the 
Ord Area Chamber of Commerce Office at noon. (To make reservations, or 
for more information, contact the Chamber office at 308.728.7875). 

The Loup River Valley Tourism Coalition, in partnership with Nebraska 
Life Magazine, is pleased to announce the upcoming publication of the 
2011 ESCAPE to Calamus and Scenic Loup River Valley Travel Guide.  The 
ESCAPE Travel Guide is a unique tourism and economic development 
partnership between counties and communities that promotes Loup 
Valley amenities, attractions, events and businesses. The travel guide is 
funded in full by advertising sales, the lodging tax fund for tourism    
promotion and sales tax proceeds for economic development. 

The 2011 Guide will also mark five years of cooperative marketing for tourism in the Loup Valley. Both the 
coalition and the ESCAPE Travel Guide have won state awards in tourism promotion excellence. New for this 
year is the inclusion of Howard County attractions and events as part of the publication. 

Nebraska Life writers, photographers and sales staff will be working in the region in September.  The sales 
deadline for advertising is September 15, 2010.  If you are interested in advertising in the 2011 ESCAPE Travel 
Guide, contact Nebraska Life sales staff at (800) 777-6159. 

For more information or to submit story ideas and photos to the magazine, contact either David Sawyer at 

the Burwell/Garfield County CVB at (308) 346-5210 or Caleb Pollard at Valley County Tourism at (308) 728-

7875. 

http://www.visitloupvalley.com/


VeraSun Litigation Information 

The Nebraska Department of Roads hosted an open house for a new road construction project be-

tween Ord and North Loup on Tuesday, August 31.  New paving and a new Mira Creek bridge are 

slated for construction in 2012 *if* state funding is available for new road construction.  No detour 

will be required to construct the project, nor closure of the road during construction.   
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 Connection Young Nebraskans:  Summit 

Connection Young Nebraskans, a grassroots young 

professional network (and sponsored by the Nebraska 

Rural Initiative) is holding an annual summit this Oc-

tober in Grand Island. 

The 2010 Summit is designed to give young adults in 

rural Nebraskan an opportunity to network with 

peers, access professional, personal and civic leader-

ship training, and an opportunity to discuss issues af-

fecting rural communities. 

Find the Summit on Facebook by searching for Con-

necting Young Nebraskans Summit 2010  

NDOR Hosts Open House for Road Project 

Area farmers and corn sellers may have received notification from a newly organized VeraSun seeking       

ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻǊƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎΦ   ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ LƻǿŀΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ [ŀǿ Ƙŀǎ  ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ  

to respond from the demands set forth from VeraSun: 

http://www.calt.iastate.edu/briefs/CALT%20Legal%20Brief%20-%20Verasun-Trustee%20Recovery.pdf  

άtƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀƴ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀƴƪǊǳǇǘŎȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ  

ƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŜΩǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎΦ  LŦ ƴƻ ǊŜǇƭȅ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

trustee, litigation will most probably ensue.  If sufficient organized information is provided to the trustee, the 

potential preference defendant stands the best chance of avoiding the expense and inconvenience of         

litigation. Contacting a bankruptcy attorney will also help the potential preference defendant determine 

whether settling with the trustee makes sense. Remember, 80 percent is only the opening offer.  Trustees 

ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƭŜǎǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǎŜΦέ 

Follow us on: 

To register visit go.unl.edu/cynsummit  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ordsunshinepumpers/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Ord-NE/Ord-Nebraska/107595149264372
http://twitter.com/OrdNE
http://www.calt.iastate.edu/briefs/CALT%20Legal%20Brief%20-%20Verasun-Trustee%20Recovery.pdf
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August Summer Photo Contest 

!ōƻǾŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳƎǳǎǘΩǎ tƘƻǘƻ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ !ƭƭ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴ CƭƛŎƪǊΥ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ordsunshinepumpers/  

September Photo Contest  

¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ hǊŘ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ .ǳŎƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ нлмл {ǳƳƳŜǊ tƘƻǘƻ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΗ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ 

theme is Community Event Memories. The deadline for submitting September photos is Friday, September 24 at 

5:00 p.m. Online voting will take place from Monday, September 27 - Friday, October 1. For more information on 

contest guidelines, prizes, and how to submit your photos, visit http://www.ordnebraska.com/2010-summer-

photo-contest/.  

1st Place Photo by Susan Schauer,  

winner of $200 in Ord Chamber Bucks  

2nd Place Photo by Jennifer Schauer, 

winner of $100 in Ord Chamber Bucks  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ordsunshinepumpers/
http://www.ordnebraska.com/2010-summer-photo-contest/
http://www.ordnebraska.com/2010-summer-photo-contest/
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August 17, 2010  

Dear Chamber Business Members,  

We have all heard the old saying, òIt takes a village to raise a childó. Now more than ever this is true. In 

todayõs world, we find one of the biggest advantages we have is to live in a community where everyone 

looks out for one other, and especially our children.  

In an ongoing effort to create a positive environment for all students, we are preparing to kick off the 

2009-2010 Jr. Chant Pride Program. I would like to take an opportunity to explain the program to you and 

invite and encourage your participation and sponsorship.  

The program is called, òThe Jr. Chant Pride Activity Program.ó Almost all of our staff members have been 

trained in Quantum Learning, an educational program designed to encourage kids to òLive Above the 

Lineó and make smart choices. The program is designed to reinforce making good decisions in the areas 

of the 8 keys to success. The 8 keys in the program are: Integrity, Failure Leads to Success (learn from 

your mistakes), Speak with Good Purpose, This is It (focus on this moment), Commitment, Ownership, 

Flexibility, Balance. All of these things can be summed up into what I visit with the kids about every morn-

ing; 1. BE KIND 2. WORK HARD 3. NEVER GIVE UP!  

Each student will receive a T-Shirt as a sign of participation in the program. Every 1st Friday of the month, 

students and staff will wear their T-Shirt and assemble in the gym or little theatre. Students who have 

been identified throughout the month as 1. Being Kind, 2. Working Hard, or 3. Never Giving Up, will be 

rewarded with a small certificate. Assuming we can gather enough support we will draw names and give 

small prizes such as water bottles, certificates for ice cream, and whatever else we can round up.  

The first Jr. Chant Pride Program will be Friday Sept.10th. Every student gets a t-shirt prior to the program 

and they will change and wear them to the program. We will then take a picture with everyone wearing 

their t-shirt.  

We operate on the saying that, òLiving Above the Line - Good Things Come From Good Choicesó  

I am very excited about this program. Hopefully, this program will expose the positive things kids are do-

ing on a daily basis and reward those who are showing positive traits.  

Please contact the school at 728.3311 if you would like to support this program or if you have any ques-

tions.  

Sincerely,  

Jason R. Alexander  

Principal  

Ord Public Schools  

Ord Elementary School  

820 S. 16th Street  

Ord, NE 68862  

(308) 728-3331  




